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六、文献综述（正文不少于5000字，作为学位论文的必要组成部分，参考文献择重列出，可附页）。/Part Ⅵ Literature review (the main text should not be less than 5000 words, and as an essential part of the thesis, the references should be listed separately, and additional pages can be attached).
	










	Doctoral Degree Research Proposal — Writing Instructions & Guidance

This document provides structured writing instructions for doctoral candidates preparing a research proposal in the field of International Law. It is designed to ensure that the proposal is professionally rigorous, substantively detailed, logically coherent, and clearly presented.
Your research proposal must be rigorously anchored within the specialized domain of International Law, with an explicit focus on its core and emerging sub-fields. As a foreign doctoral candidate, you are encouraged to select and refine your topic within, but not limited to, the following areas, and to use them as guiding frameworks when formulating your research questions, methodology, and contribution:
A.  If you choose to work in Public International Law, your proposal should set out the general normative framework through which you understand how States and international organizations interact, and how their conduct is regulated and reviewed. You may position your project around classical themes such as treaty law and state responsibility—explaining clearly how you will analyse the creation, interpretation, breach, and remediation of international obligations—while linking them to contemporary contexts such as the use of force, human rights, environmental protection, cyberspace, or outer space. You should specify how you will address questions of jurisdiction and sovereign immunity, for example by focusing on extraterritorial regulation, universal jurisdiction, or litigation against foreign States and officials. Your proposal should indicate which international dispute settlement mechanisms (e.g. the ICJ, ITLOS, human rights courts, arbitral or diplomatic processes) will be central to your analysis and why. When studying in China, you are encouraged to explain how you will engage with China’s treaty practice, its appearances and submissions before international courts and tribunals, and its evolving positions on sovereignty, non-interference, cyber governance, and reform of global governance institutions, thereby showing how your research will speak to both global and Chinese debates.
B. If your proposed research falls under International Economic Law, your proposal should explain how you will analyse the legal framework governing cross-border economic activity, and which regimes and issues you will prioritize. You may, for example, focus on international trade and investment law as the main regimes for liberalizing and regulating trade in goods and services and protecting foreign investors, and identify specific frontier topics such as digital trade, security exceptions, sustainable development, or the reform of investor–State dispute settlement. Alternatively or additionally, you may concentrate on international financial law, outlining how you will study cross-border capital flows, banking and securities regulation, payment systems, sovereign debt restructuring, financial sanctions, anti–money laundering frameworks, or the challenges posed by central bank digital currencies and crypto‑assets. Your project may also engage with international maritime and aviation law by examining rules on navigation, carriage of goods and passengers, safety, liability, and decarbonization standards, or with international intellectual property law by analysing protection and enforcement of IP rights, technology transfer, public health emergencies, artificial intelligence, and digital platforms. In all cases, you are encouraged to explain how you will use China as a key reference point or case study—drawing, for instance, on its participation in the WTO and RCEP, its Belt and Road cooperation instruments, or its domestic financial and IP reforms—to demonstrate how your research connects international legal theory with contemporary practice.
C. If you choose to specialize in Private International Law (conflict of laws), your proposal should clarify how you will examine the legal bridge between public regulatory frameworks and the concrete resolution of cross-border disputes between private parties. You should indicate which types of cross-border relationships (e.g. commercial contracts, torts, family or corporate matters, online transactions) you will focus on, and how you will analyse questions of jurisdiction, applicable law, and recognition and enforcement of foreign decisions. Your proposal should explain the conflict-of-laws techniques you intend to use to determine the applicable law, and how you will take into account overriding mandatory rules, public policy limits, weaker-party protection, consumer and data protection, or issues raised by online platforms and virtual assets. If international commercial arbitration is central to your project, you should specify the kinds of disputes (e.g. construction, energy, finance, technology) and procedural questions (e.g. choice of law, interim measures, annulment, enforcement) you will study. You should also explain how you will address the recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments and arbitral awards and why this is important for legal certainty in global markets. As a foreign doctoral candidate in China, you are encouraged to indicate how you will engage with Chinese conflict-of-laws and arbitration legislation, practice under the New York Convention and relevant Hague Conventions, the role of China’s international commercial courts, and China’s participation in negotiations on judgments and civil judicial cooperation, thus positioning your research within a comparative and practice-oriented framework.
Across all three areas, you should use these domains not as a closed list, but as illustrative guidance for framing a focused, original, and feasible research proposal that speaks to both international scholarship and China-related practice.



