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Research Proposal Writing Instructions
This research proposal must be rigorously anchored within the specialized domain of International Economic Law (IEL), with explicit focus on its core and emerging sub-fields. These include but not limited to :
· International Trade Law (e.g., WTO agreements, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical barriers to trade, trade in services, trade remedies, rules of origin, and regional trade agreements such as RCEP and CPTPP);
· International Investment Law (e.g., bilateral investment treaties, multilateral investment courts, ICSID arbitration, investor-state dispute settlement, and sustainable investment frameworks);
· International Intellectual Property Law (e.g., TRIPS Agreement, cross-border IP enforcement, geographical indications, and the interface between IP and public health);
· International Financial Regulation (including IMF conditionality, cross-border financial supervision, and FinTech governance);
· International Tax Law (e.g., transfer pricing, base erosion and profit shifting (BEPS), and digital services taxation);
· International Competition Law (addressing antitrust enforcement, merger control, and state-owned enterprises);
· Digital Trade Law (e.g., data localization, privacy standards, and electronic commerce provisions in RTAs);
· International Energy and Climate Law (covering renewable energy subsidies, carbon border adjustment mechanisms, and investment in green technologies);
· Trade and Sustainable Development (incorporating labor standards, environmental protection, and human rights due diligence in global value chains).
The research question must be narrowly defined to address a specific legal conflict, interpretive gap, or regulatory challenge within these frameworks, substantiated by foundational legal instruments (e.g., GATT Article XX, ICSID Convention Article 25, TRIPS Article 31, OECD MLI, and GDPR Chapter V) and recent case law (e.g., WTO panel reports, CJEU judgments, or ICSID arbitral awards). Avoid broad thematic overviews; instead, prioritize doctrinal analysis, treaty interpretation, comparative legal methodologies, and empirical legal studies to ensure academic rigor and practical relevance. The proposal should ultimately contribute to scholarly discourse in IEL while demonstrating precise engagement with its established principles and emerging challenges.




